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William’s preparation for invasion What do I need to know: 
 William’s preparations for the 

invasion
 The strengths of his invasion plan
 Where he landed. 

When King Edward the Confessor died on 5th January 1066, Harold Godwinson 
was crowned King of England the very next day.  However the Duke of Normandy 
expected the throne to pass to him. 

Landing in England!
The wind had been blowing the wrong direction at the River Dives and this led to the relocation of the Norman 
fleet. William eventually landed at Pevensey on 28th September 1066. During the summer months Harold had 
waited in the south with an army but when William didn’t come, many of the English soldiers were allowed to 
return home.  Harold himself had travelled North to face Harada. On arrival William’s troops immediately stating 
building wooden castles structures and could defend their landing spot. 


