
Music

Set Work 2 
A: History of Composer
• Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany around 1770. (We 

don’t know officially).
• He was born into a music family. His father was a court 

musician. 
• He left school to concentrate on music and was a pupil of 

Haydn.
• He started to lose his hearing in 1796. (Our set work was 

written in 1799)
• Beethoven wrote his music across two musical periods –

Classical and Romantic. 
• He wrote a lot of music including 32 piano sonatas. 

C: DR SMITTTH

B: Characteristics of Classical 
• More subtle dynamics (than the earlier Baroque period).
• The solo concerto became more popular.
• Orchestral music used mainly strings.
• New structures were developed. (Sonata Form).
• Diatonic harmony.
• Constant tempo.
• The piano was invented (in about 1700). It was developed 

during the Classical period but even the pianos which 
Beethoven was using were not as advanced as the ones we 
use today.


