
Music

GCSE Music – Set Work 4 – Music for a While
A: Henry Purcell
• Henry Purcell was the most important English composer of his day. He 

started composing at a young age and was both a composer and an 
organist.  Although he died young, he wrote a great deal of music in all 
genres. He was an important court composer in the first part of the 
English Restoration period (1660-c.1720).

• He became organist at Westminster Abbey in 1679.
• He helped restore the tradition of opera in England.
• He proved to be skilled in composing in different genres, including 

opera, church music, chamber music, keyboard and theatre music.
• His best known compositions include ‘Dido and Aeneas’ (1689), ‘King 

Arthur’ (1691) and ‘The Fairy Queen’ (1692). The last work is an 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’

• Purcell wrote during the Baroque period of music, which lasted from 
c.1600-1750.

C: DR SMITTTH

B: Background for Music for 
a While and Text.
• Composed in 1692.
• The second of four 

movements from the 
incidental music for the play 
“Oedipus”, by John Dryden 
and Nathaniel Lee.

• The song comes from Act 1, 
Scene 3 of the play based on 
the legend.

• The song plays a dramatic 
role in the play, rather than 
simply commenting on it.


